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the Papacy other things to think of than light literature and
the triumphs of Art. The Papacy had fallen to one who
neither outraged the world by crime and immorality, like
Sixtus IV and Alexander VI, nor harassed mankind by per-
petual war, like Julius II, but the causes which had long
been tending towards a revolt from the Papacy were still
steadily at work, and, as the results of the invention of print-
ing increased, were ever gatheimg greater strength. Printing
presses did not only reproduce the Greek and Latin works
of Pagan poets, and the ancient manuscripts unearthed by
ardent research included the writings of Irenseus and Ter~
tullian, Cyprian and Basil, no less than those of Cicero and
' Pliny, Tacitus and Livy. The work of Cosimo and Lorenzo
was now about to produce results which they had never an-
ticipated. The "New Learning" was no longer confined to
Florence, or to Italy; it had spread far and wide, catrying
with it to Germany, to Flanders, to Switzerland, to France,
and to England the knowledge of the fraudulent basis on
which the Papal claim to supremacy in the Church rested,
the knowledge of a Christian age in which there had been
no Papacy and all bishops had been of equal rank and au-
thority, and the knowledge of a pre-existing scheme of Chris-
tian doctrine not overlaid by the errors and corruptions which
had subsequently grown up in the Church at Rome. And
as this knowledge spread, wider and stronger grew the de-
termination to end the existing state of things in the Church,
to cast off the usurped supremacy of Rome, and io return
to a purer form of Christianity.

Not that the Roman Church is to be justly charged with
all that her opponents asserted. The power developed by
the Papacy had in its time done great things for religion.
During a largs part of the earlier Middle Ages the Papacy
was the sole authority in Europe which stood for justice and
righteousness, and had it not possessed the power it gradu-
ally developed it would have been unable to withstand ef-
fectively, as it did, the almost universal unrighteousness in